ERRORS N WILS,

Two Famous Lawyers Whosef

Testaments Were Defective. |

{ Or

TILDEN'S CURIOUS BLUNDER.

Loosely Drawn Stipulations That In-
His Charitable Trust Be-
quest—President Polk’s Will, Writ-
ten by Himself, Nullified.

validated

Whether the old saying that *“a !
yer who tries his own case has a fool
for a client” is applical
J. Tilden In the matter of dr
will Is not known. It was thought for
some time that the will was drawn, Or
at least approved, by Charles O’'Conor
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It will be noted that the discretion of
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\‘zl.ii-‘ﬂf_v of the 3t W denied
upon the ground of this complete dis-
cretionary convey or not ta
convev to the snggested benefi
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thing done by the trustees to execute
it

In striking contrast with the Tilden
will {8 that of his contemporary ip
lasv and politics, Roscoe Conkling
the text of which is follows: *“I
Rosene Conkling of Utica
lish and declare my last I1 and testa-
ment follows: 1 devise and
bequeath to my wife Julia and to het
heirs and assigns forever all my
erty and estate, whether real or mixed
ann-i 1 constitute and appoint my said
wife sole of this my lasi!
will” It undoubtedly take a
better lawyer Mr. Conkling
to break his
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This will was declared invalid as
tending to establish a perpetuity. It
was not a gift for public charity and
was merely an attempt to retain the
propesty for the use of the blood rela-
tives of the testator.
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How easy it is for one to suggest a!
sure way for some one else to manage
a troublesome affair!

NOT A GAME OF CHANCE.

After a Test the Jury Decided That
Seven-up Was Decided-
ly Scientific.
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SLEEPING SICKNESS.

The Grip This Dreadful Disease Takes
Upon Its Victims.
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Waiting For Him.
“Yes, mum,” Pete as he
an autmun through his
buttonhole, *1 over of the
romantic I dis gate be-
cause I saw sign ‘ldlewood.’

“You did?” approved the honsewife.
“Well, t ot of idle wood down
at the wood pile. Just take this ax and
split up half a cord.”

suppositic s, of
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opped at
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here is
Chicago News

A Greater Attraction.
Harden told of meeting at
Gastein between William 1. and Fran
cis Joseph, The Austrian sovereign
commented impatiently on the
pressing attentions of the crowd.
won't last long,” returned his

Herr

a

too
ally

rectly, and then no one will
us.”—London Spectator.
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COLOR AND SOUND.

Hues That Humans Cannot See and
Tones Louder Than Thunder
That Are Unheard.

the
and

gths

The primary
rainbow vary from red blue
violet, and the vibrations or len
of the light waves that give us violet
grow shorter and shorter and at length
give us red be
measured. One day, quite by chance,
¥ cam: ;-ross the statement that there
were inngmerable light waves longer
than those which give violet. At once
the question sprang, Were these longer
waves represented by colors which we
don’t see, colors for which we have no
name, of which we can form
no conceptior? And the same
thing true of the waves which, grow-
ing shorter and shorter, the
sensation of red? There is room, of
course, for myriads of colors heyond
this other extremity of our vision. A
little study mvinced me that my
guess was right, for the ors
which we see are represenfed to our
sense of feeling in degrees of heat;
that blue shows one reading on the
thermometer and red a higher read-
ing, and by means of this new stand-
ard 1 discovered that man’s 0

colors shown in

to

These vibrations can

colors
was

give us

¢ol

all
IS

rai f
vision is not even placed in the mid-
dle of the register of heat, but

a little space far up towar
warmer extremity of it.

thousands of degrees of

than blue and hundreds of de

heat above red. All these grad:

are doubtless represented by
which no human eye can perceive, no
buman mind imagine
ith We know
are londer
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It is with sight
as sound that
there
which annot
lHes on the o ler
men are poor
med in by our senses as by the walls
of a hearing only a na-
ture's and that part imper-
fectly; seeing only a thousandth part
of the « marvels about us and see-
ing infinitesimal part incorrectly
and partially.—Forum.
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THE DEATH OF A CZAR.
Dramatic Story of the Way Nicholas I,
Committed Suicide.

There are various stories of the death
of the Czar Nicholas I. Here is one
which the great singer Mario heard
from a doctor of the court and which
is told in “The Romance of a Great

Singer:”

“When the Russian army was meet-
ing with reverse after reverse in the
Crimean war the czar sent for his doc-
tor and demanded to know which was
the quickest and most painless poison
that he knew of, bluntly telling the
startled physician that he had re-
solved to commit suicide. He further
warned the doctor in the stern manner
which was his charaeteristic that if he
were not obeyed the doctor’s life would
be worthless. He sharply silenced the
man’s nervous remonstrances and com-
manded him to bring the poison. The
doctor did not dare to refuse uand a few
minutes later brought a small vial
the poison, which as8-
sured the czar would deorive any
few minutes. 2
sure that he had been obeyed and that
the doctor was speaking the truth the
czar obliged him to remain in the room
warning him that if the poison failed
The czar
took the poison without the least tre
mor or the movement of a muscle, and,
although twice told by the doctor, w!
held his watch in his hand, that there
was time to save him by an antidote

he
one

10

| should he alter his mind, the cza:

fused, answering the second entr
by simply waving the man away, he !
that time being unable to speak

was given out that the czar had died

W
It

| from the effects of a severe chill, but

those who knew the facts also knew
that he had committed suici rather
than face the defeat of his army
Carlyle an Intemperate Smoker.

For about seventy of his eighty-six
vears Carlyle smoked and made most
of contemporaries
trouble with him was that he was
fond of smoking a rank pipe on
stomach. That gave him |
his contemporaries particular
for “puir auld Carlyl was
1s a meat house
cared for but two men in
world, Tennyson and Dickens.
» rest were “puir, feckless, reek-
intemperate bladders and gas
and all because Tom did not
know how to clean his plpe and keep
it clean and would smoke before break-
fast.—Tobacco Leaves.
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Breaking the Sabbath.
Scots, one old and the other
set out one bright winter Sun-

T wo

The frozen

The cold,
pure air was as exhilarating as wine.
The younger Scot looked up at the
glittering blue sky and said:

“It's a fine day.”

The older man frowned and an-

swered:

“Aye, it is a fine day, but is this a

{ day to be talking about days?”

Doubtful Vocalism,
“There is only one trouble about a

{ Chinese cook,” said the man from the

west.
“What is that?”
“You can never tell whether he is

| singing at his work or whether he has
“It |

burnt himself and is moaning with

: pain.”"—Washington Star.
soothingly. “Bismarck will be here di-

A Friendly Suggestion.
Baron (to creditors)—I see no hopes
ible to pay what I owe you.
Why not organize a suicide club?—
Meggendorfer Blattes

R —— .
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f MIGHTY ARCTURUS.

If This Star Were Our Sun It Would
Instantly Consume the
Earth.

The parallax of a star is its
displacement
posite points on the earth's orbit
base line employved in this

angular

as seen I(rom two Op-
The

gigantic spe

cies of surveying is
in length, but the ealculation is re-
duced to the semidiameter of the orbit.
The results are at the same time amaz-
ing and instructive,

Let us take the famous
turus, often called the *‘star
because Old Testament the
Almighty represented g to
the unfortunate patriarch, who main-
tains’a certain dignity in spite of his

186,000,000 miles

star Are-

"f -Iﬂbn
in the

is as

sayi

helplessness and his sufferings, “Canst
thou call forth Areturus and his sons?”’

Many conilicting measures of the
parallax of Arcturus have been made,
but the latest made at Yale seem more
probably correct than their predeces-
fix the parallax at 0.066
sixty-six one-thousandth
of are. From this it is
to calculate the distance of the
star, It comes out at nearly 290,000,-
000,000,000 miles (two hundred and
ninety trillion miles), This more
than 23.000,000 times distan of
the earth from the sun.

Having this distance, we can «
late the actual amount of light shed by
Arcturus, or, in other words ac-
tual brightness as compared with that
of our sun, on supposit that
both were at the same distance from
us. We thus find that Arcturus ex-
ceeds the sun as a light giver about
2,600 times! It is a sun 2,500
brighter than ours.

Put earth as near to Arcturus
as it is to the sun and all life would
disappear from its surface as if swept
off by a bl of inconceivable heat.
The summer temperature would rise
to tens of thousands of degrees. The
oceans would boil away. Vegetation
would be burned up in a twinkling
The eyes of living beings would char
in their The plains and
mountains would burst into flame.
Minerals would run in molten streams.
There would be no comfort for a lv-
ing nearer to Arcturus than
about 4.000,000,000 miles, If he has
planets he must keep them at a re-
spectful distance. And yet nearly
300.000,000,000.000 miles from him we
can look into his blazing eye and see
cnly a bright star.

Still, Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace
maintains that this little earth,
tiny attendant of a tiny sun, is the
only seat of intelligent life—outside of
the misty midregion of disembodied
gpirits—that the universe contains,
and Dr. Wallace is a learned man. But
his learning is not that which astron-
omy offers.—Garrett P, Serviss in New
York American.
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Unavoidable Delay.

A an went before the magis-
trate and modestly inquired:

“Your honor, can I have a warrant
the arrest of my husband? He
boxed my ears yesterday.”

“Certainly ma’am,” replied the
judge. *T will make out a warrant on
the ground of assault and personal in-
juries.”

“Can 1 fetch the warrant in about a
month?”’

“In a month?
it at once?”’

“Please, your honor, when my haus-
band slapped my face I took my roll-
ing i hit him on head
that he had to be removed to the hos-
pital. Th
he will
month.”

wor

for

Why won't you take

pin tie SO
e doctors say, however, that

be on his again in a

legs

Discrediting an Astrologer.

A certain says a tale from the
Persian, an astrologer, “How
many yvears of life remain to me?’ The
wise man “Ten.” The k

became despondent and betook

king,

asked

replied,
very

with a

himself, stricken sick
His vizier, who pos
wisdom, sent for the seer
and in the Kking’s presence asked him,

‘How

as one

to his bed

sessed great

ness

many years have voun to live?”

The

very

e r ied, “T'wenty,’ vizier or
hour be

king's presence. The

dered at he should that
the
king was satisfied and commended the
sagacity of bis minister and no longer
attached any importance to the astrol-
oger's saying,

executed in

Getting Into German.

In the of legal terms Ger
man lawyer’s gain in a saving of
number of words over our equivalent
expressions seems to be lost in multi-
plication of syllables in the words used
by him. For example, he says “Zu-
ruckbehaltungsrecht™ for “right of
Hen” and “gesammtgutsverbindiich-
keiten” for “liabilities of common prop-
erty.” What an awful word he must
ave as an equivalent for our “impre-
scriptibility.”—Docket.

uase the

Rung In an Actor.

“How did you enjoy the vaudeville
performance?”

“It was good. They had performing
cats, a baseball player, a champion pu-
gllist, & trained cockatoo, and, I give
you my word, they even had an actor
doing a {urn.”—Louisville Couder-
Journal.

The Fanciest Ever.
“New Boarder—Haven't you got any
fancy dishes here? Rural Landiord—
Sure thing. Mame, bring the gentle-

this |

| approved manner,

man that mustache cup your grand-|

father used to use.—Puck.

A Way They Have.

People are forever striving to get|Jjolica?—Fllegende Blatter.

things for nothing and then failing to
appreciate them because they didn’t
cost anything.—Chicago Record-Her-
ald.

- g—

| the

} bore.—La Rochefoucauld.

HIS DOLLAR BILL. !

His Charitable Endeavor Was Not Ap-
preciated, and the Bill Was
Pocketed by Another.

|

Diplomacy doesn’t always work, as a |
certain hearted business man in
West Philadeiphia has just found out.
He says that the lesson was cheap at
the price, but at the same time he will |
et methods next time |
he wishes to play the philanthropist.

It happened on the subway the oth-|
er night He had just closed a real |
estate deal at considerable profit and
so when he
saw a poor woman in a threadbare |
dress carefully count out five p(xnnifas'
for Ler ticket and saw that it was the
last money in her worn pocketbook |
he determined to help her. Of eourse
it wasn't easy, but the man prides him- |
sel” upon being a diplomat. So, crum-|
pling a dollar bill up in his band, oe|
stooped over as if picking something|
up and then, holding it out to the wo-|
man, said:

“Madam,

kin.

employ more di

was feeling very generous,

here
He

he

is some money
dropped.” tried to smile signifi-}
cantly as said it, but didn’t
seem to understand and said simply:

“Tain’t mine.”

“You'd better take it,” he said. *It
isn’t and it was lyving right by
you.”

The woman shook her nead at first, |
then took it slowly out of his hand and |
looked at it gloatingly. The man!
smiled, well | ed with himself, but
an instant later the woman, seeing a
man looking down at the platform,
rushed up and cried, “Was you look-
ing for a dollar bill?”

“l sure was,” answered
promptly.

“Well,
and the
thanks!” ealmly
walked away I

you |
i

she

mine,

the

it i8,” said the woman,
with a delighted “Ob,
pocketed the sum and
*hiladelphia Times.
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FIRE EATERS.

Trick of Breathing Flames and |
Sparks From the Mouth. |
Fire tricks were practiced in veryf

ancient times, The first known fire|

breather was a Syrian slave named |

Eunus, a leader in the Servile war in |

Sicily, 130 B. C. He pretended to have |

immediate communication with the|

gods. Waen desirous of inspiring hisi
followers with courage he breathed |
flames and sparks from his mouth.

In order to accomplish this feat Eu-|
nus pierced a nutshell at both ends, |
and, having filled it with some burn-|
ing substance, he put it in his mouth |
and breathed through it. The same |
trick is performed today in a more |

The performer rolls |

some flax or hemp into a ball about |

the size of a walnut, which he lets
barn until it nearly consumed.

Then rolls around it more flax |

while burning. By this|

means retained in the ball
for He slips this ball
into his unperceived and
breathes through His breath re-
the fire, and sustains no in-
jury so long as he inhales only through |
his nostrils. {
Various theories have been advanced |
to account for other feats of this sort
performed by the ancients. An old
ordeal was the holding of a redhot
iron by the accused, who was not
burned if he were innocent. Probably
some protective paste was used on the
hands., The peculiar property of
mineral salts, such alum, in pro-
tecting articles of dress from fire has
long kn An old Milanese
devised costu consisting of
cloth covering for the body which had
been steeped in alum. A metallic
dress of wire gauze was added to this,
and thus protected a man might walk
on hot

The
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a me

a

iron.—Harper's
London’s Dramatic Censors.

Londou id its absurd dramatic
censors even if it cannot quite come up
to Vienna. Colley Cibber in his guto
blography tells us of one master of the
revels who was responsible for the i
censing of plays in those days expung
ing the whole first act of “Richard 111.” |
on ground that the of
Henry VI. would remind weak people
of K James, then living in France.
In fact, Shakespeare has more than
once been for “King Lear”
was inhibited during the illness of
George IIL Colman when
reader of plays banned the use of such
words as and
Chronicle.

has h

the distresses

censored,
(zeorge

heaven.—London

angel

‘To Maks Him Sleep.

for duty because of insom-
nia” wa. the record of a New York
policeman for ral weeks.

Inspector Byrnes sent for the man |
and gave him a little bit of advice,f
thus: “Tonight, abdut midnight, put |
on your uniform, belt, hat, revolver,
take night stick in hand and go to|
some corner house. Lean against it, and |
lean against it hard, as if you were |
really on duty. You'll go to sleep, all |
right.”—New York Tribune.

“Unfit

No Skill Required.

Litigant—Your fee outrageous. |
Why, it's more than three-fourths of |
what I recovered. Lawyer—I furnish- |
ed the skill and the legal learning for |
your case. Litigant—But I furnished |
the case. Lawyer—Oh, anybody can |
fall down a hole!—Boston Tran- |
script.
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Alarmed Her.
Servant—Heavens! 1 have knocked
big Ofowerpot off the window
ledge and it struck a man on the head.
Mistress—What! My beautiful ma-

We may forgive those who bore us.
We cannot forgive those whom we
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RUSSIA'S  JESTER,

Balakireff Is the Joe Miller of the
Muscovites.

HIS WIT TICKLES THE BEAR.

He Was the Court Fool That Many a
the
and

Time Braved the Anger of Peter
Great—idis Miracle of the Sworc
a Wondrous Deed of Daring.

Every

around

nation has its

wl

Voo

t¥ypical jester,

crystallize all the wat-

ing stories of a peopie Thus wiand
has its Joe Miller, Germany

Eulenspiegel, Italy its Punchir
Nasreddin
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orient
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all
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not the jokes credited

sSome were

later age: others were
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for { the latter with Joe
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Miller and Eu enspilegel
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Tradition rep

records that Balakireft
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jester of Peter t
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reffl undert
The eczar gue
fore he «

N

oming here
grant what y¢
Kireff dr
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“I pray vou, put
of a

Peter,
had but
pardon to the culprit
On ancther occasion
that he might be
nis master’s domestic guards
consented for of
but warned his jester that death was
the penalty if any t b
guards absented himself from his post
or mislaid F'hen to test
the volunteer he sent him up a filagon
of wine to “moisten his commission.”
Balakireff, as was expected. drank to
While he was
sleeping off his debauch the c¢zar him
self crept into the room and carried
off his sword from the scabbard. Bala-
kireff, though badly scared, on awak
ing made shift to replace the missing
weapon with his own wooden imita
tion of the guardsmen’'s sword. He
was called to parade next morning,
when Peter feigned hot indignation

op “"‘t 1C his

Enees exelvl e ried

to de hat scamp
cousin of mine!”
thus « own

and

trap
no choice send

Balakireff ask

enrolled among
Peter
the joke

the sake

officer of

his sword.

| at the untidiness of one of the guards

“Captain Balakireff,” he cried at last,

“draw your sword and cut off the head
1

Balakireff cast his eyes up to heav-
en. “Oh, merciful God,” he prayed,
“grant that my sword may turn inte
wood before I use it on one of own
fellow soldiers!”

And, lo, when he
blade stood revealed as a wooden one
Peter laughed heartily at the knave
presence of mind and restored hin
favor.
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“How dare you disobey
ed the enraged monarch
forbid ever to
Russian soil?”

“Nay,” replied
not disobeyed you
sian soil.”
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At of one
campaigns Balakireff
Russian officers boasting
they had performed.

‘ he cried, *1 can tell a
&n you.” And,
pressed for the story, he continued

“Never have I liked this modern way
of fighting all in a bedy together
Surely it would be more manly f
each to stand himself. Therefore
went I out alone in search of adven-
tures. One day while reconnoitering
near the enemy’s outposts I espied a
Swedish soldier lying on the ground
Before he could rise and the
alarm I rushed upon him and with
blow from sword cut off his
right foot.”

“You fool!” cried one of his auditors
“Why did you not cut off his head?”

would | have done retorted
lakireff, “except that somebody else
already done It.”"—Washington
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